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Three Ftudes for Pianoforte, T'wo Hands
Fitude the wst: Frrors, Fliminated
Fitude the 2nd: Knocl(ing About

Fitude the 3:d: Catching Buttertlies
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Fitude the 1st: Frrors, Fliminated

Play a 10-note chorcl, one tone per finger, starting with

hands crossecl, the left hand as far to the rigllt as Possil)le,
the right hand as far to the left as Possil)le.

RePeat the chord as Precisely as Possil)le, 1istening
carefuuy for any changes in the chord (PitCl’leS, (lynamics,
l)alance, any arPeggiation) :

RePeat the second chord as Precisely as Possil)le,

incorPorating any changes made from the first chord.

Continue to repeat the Cl’lOI’Cl, incorporating any clqanges

made from one CllOl‘Cl to the next.

As you repeat, allow gravity and muscles to Puﬂ the
hancls closer togetlrler, towarcls the center of tlle l{eyl)oar(l,
and then, crossing one another, allow each hand to (lrift,

chord—l)y—c}lorcl towarcl its own encl of the I(eyl)oar(l,
en(ling When the llands are as far 1eft an(l rigllt as Possil)le.



F.tude the 2nd: Knocl(ing About
Select a numl)er l)etween one ancl fifty—tllree.

Make a list with that number of tones, clyacls, chorcls, or
Clusters, eac}l Playal)le l)y the left Lan(] alone.

Silently, press the keys of eacll tone, dyacl, CllOI‘(l, or

cluster in succession with the left hand.

After tlle I(eys of eaclrl tone, clyacl, chorcl, or cluster llave

been silently Presse(], without clamaging the instrument,

slaP or strike (l)y hand or knuckle, or Per}xaps with a
mariml)a or vil)rapllone maﬂet) tlle Wooden frame, metal
LarP, souncll)oarcl, or l)ocly of the p1ano at various points

until that tone, clyacl, or chord has achieved maximum

resonance.

Then go on to the next tone, (lyacl, ckorcl, or cluster,

Procee(ling until t11e list has been exllaustecl.



Ftude the 3:d: Catching Butterflies

Imagine that the p1ano 1s actuaﬂy a large metal net,
Perfect made for catching sounds. W hen catching souncls,
they are like butterflies: some sounds will fall between the

wires, but it’s fine to let a few get a way,
Make a list of five to fifteen favorite words.

Holcling the sustain Pecial clown, lou(ﬂy & clearly sPeaI(

the first word into the open Piano.
Listen carefuﬂy to the echo of the word in the Piano.
Locate one to ten tones tllat are resonated l)y the WOI’(l,
then Play these tone togetller with the l(eyl)oar(l as a

cllor(l, Possil)ly imitating the rhythm of the SPOI{CII word.

RePeat for each word until the list has been exhausted.



